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Keeping in touch…..  

All the details of our 

business and services are 

contained on our website 

which can be found at 

www.genesis-hort.com.au  

The site contains access 

to links for direct request 

for training as well as other 

resources.  

We reguarly update our 

multimedia sites and you 

can follow us via our 

Twitter feed located at 

@Genesishort and also 

Facebook via a listing 

under the title of Genesis 

Horticultural Solutions. 

Our Director, Tony 

Bundock also updates the 

developments of Genesis 

via his own personal 

Linkedin profile, so please 

feel free to send him a 

connection request. The 

website also contains a 

link for registration for this 

newsletter to be sent 

directly to you. Feel free 

enter your details to 

ensure you keep informed! 

 

 

Welcome to our latest newsletter…… 
The summer is well and truly in 

full swing in Australia, and incase 

you are wondering if you missed 

out on our last newsletter – no 

you didn’t as recent events 

conspired to prevent the 

publication being constructed! 

And by recent events we mean 

the bushfires that have swept 

across vast areas of Queensland, 

New South Wales and Victoria. 

Most of you are aware that our 

Director, Tony Bundock is heavily 

involved in the volunteer 

firefighting service in his home 

state of Victoria with the Country 

Fire Authority, and the 

heightened activity placed a huge 

demand on Tony’s time from 

December onwards. When large 

fires impact the country, local fire 

crews are deployed to the 

affected areas on three to four 

day deployments to crew fire 

trucks in what are known as strike 

teams. This has seen Tony taking 

on the senior role of crew leader        

in charge of a fire fighting appliance 

on strike teams to the North of the 

Victoria around the Omeo region 

and to the south of the state in the 

Bruthen/Buchan region. And he 

hasn’t been alone in his 

endeavours. Tony’s wife Karen is 

also a volunteer firefighter (both 

pictured) and she has been away on 

strike team duty as well. We are 

pleased to report that both 

Bundocks are safe and well and 

didn’t suffer any damage in the fires! 

So now it’s back to taking up the 

reigns again at Genesis and rolling 

out the 2020 program of training 

events. Coffs Harbour is set to be 

our first on site end user venue and 

we are also working on being on the 

ground in Tasmania in March. As 

soon as we have dates for the 

Tasmania training we will let you all 

know. And hopefully no more fires! 
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Coffs Harbour Training availability 

               Genesis Horticultural Solutions will be available to conduct 

end user training for growers in the Coffs Harbour region in 

the week commencing the 17th of February 2020. Our end 

user training program can greatly assist operators to gain a 

better understanding of the abaility of Priva Compass, 

Integro, Compact and Connext systems, and help growers 

to gain effeciences with greater control of irrigation and 

fertiliser usage. Training is available on an all inclusive 

hourly rate and can be tailored to individuyal growers needs. 

For further details and availabilty of training times please 

contact our office via email tony@genesis-hort.com.au.  

 

 

 

                                   

 

   

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full service Priva dealers Powerplants Australia 

recently requested a Genesis Horticultural 

Solutions training day for their staff members. 

The day was primarily aimed at those members 

of the Powerplant’s team who have recently 

joined the company, and who are working in the 

desig, engineering and technical departments. 

“We feel that it is important for our staff members 

to have a good grasp of horticultural crop 

growing principles which ultimately gives them a 

better understanding of the needs and demands 

of our  

 

                                   

 

   

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

In response to demand from our growers in Tasmania, 

Genesis Horticultural Solutions are looking to be on the 

ground for end user training in the Apple Isle. Currently we are 

looking at identifying dates within the month of March to be on 

the ground. With all of our end user training programs, we are 

always keen to concentrate as many training events as 

possible into a single week to give the end users reduced 

charges for travel charges etc. If your company is interested 

in participating in a training event at your site, feel free to get 

in touch with us via email tony@genesis-hort.com.au  

 

                                   

of our customers’, said Powerplants Australia business delevelopment Director, Michael Bednarz. The 

training day covered a wide range of basic horticultural theories and concepts and was delivered at the 

Powerplants facility by Genesis Director Tony Bundock.    
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Options within Priva Connext Vent control  

Q: What are weather dependent P bands? 

A: Vents on a greenhouse are opened once the greenhouse temperature exceeds the set ventilation 

temperature. How quickly the vents open is goverened by a setting called Proportional Band or P Band. 

The P Band is a figure expressed in degrees centigrade, that when added to the ventilation figure denotes 

the temperature that has to be reached within the greenhouse for the vents to be 100% open. So if you 

have a set ventilation temperature of 20C and a P Band of 4C. Your vents will start to open at 20C and 

will be 100% open when the greenhouse temperature has reached 24C (20C + 4C)  However, if the outside 

temperature is relatively cold, the rapidly opening vent may allow colder air to enter via the vents and 

cause an unbalanced climate within the greenhouse. The solution to this is to activate a weather dependent 

P band. In the latest versions of Connext, this is located in page i125.2. and can be selected by changing 

the P Band Lee and Wind tabs to YES and also selecting ABS MEAS (Absolulute Measure) in lines 2 & 3 

 

Lines 4 and 5 allow you to set the measured outside temperature for the P bands to relate to. In this 

example the maximum (largest) P band will be applied when the outside temperature is 8C – giving slower 

opening, and the minimum (smallest) P bands will be applied when the outseode temperature is 18C – 

giving quicker opening. Page i125 allows you to set the upper and lower P band settings. You can also 

have differeing P Bands in each period if you so wish. The computer will automatically look at the outside 

 

temperature and apply the P Band that relates to the measured outside value. Another option is to select 

Relative Measured in line 3 in i125.2. The computer will then will use the difference between the calculated 

ventilation temperature of each compartment and the measured outside temperature to determine the size 

(or value) of the weather influence. Give us a call if you need a hand to apply these settings. 

  



 

                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            

 

 

                                                                                                                          

Genesis Horticultural Solutions recently undertook a 

government funded research project to look at 

training and technology opportunities in India. The 

project was conducted by Tony Bundock and 

Stephen Manallack (who is an ex President of the 

Australia India Business Council) and focused on 

meeting with key players and site visits. The project 

saw the team working in Chennai, Bangalore, 

Mumbai and New Delhi, and involved over 24 

interviews and site visits involving 55 individuals over 

a 7 day period – a busy time to say the least! “The 

Indian Horticultural industry is made up of over 80 

million growers with the majority cultivating areas of 

only one hectare. Production methods can be fairly 

primitive and there is certainly scope for improvement   

              

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

   

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

                                                                        

 

 

Victorian based growers ASD Strawberries recently 

invested heavily in the installation of  four hectare Cravo 

retractable roof structure growing strawberries. The 

intent of the ASD team was to produce a higher quality 

product and have greater control over their irrigation 

system. Using Priva Connext for Irrigation and Cravo 

roof control was a steep learning curve for ASD, and 

Genesis Horticultural Solutions provided initial and 

ongoing training for the project. “Having Tony on hand 

both on site and via remote access was a great help to 

us,’ said owner Joe Ripepi. “He even dialed in to our 

system on Christmas Day to check we were on track -  

so we hope his Christmas lunch wasn’t spoilt!”. The  

 

 

 

 

in both technology adoption and upskilling in growing techniques’, said Tony Bundock. At the other end 

of the scale, large corporate farms such as Triangle Farms are making massive steps towards increasing 

production and quality of products for the consumer. “It is certainly a challenging country to work in and 

there are some real opportunities for Australia to make a difference in India – we are lookkng forward to 

helping to make that difference’ said Stephen. The final report for government is set to be released at the 

end of February, and the Genesis team will be working towards taking the next step in assisting  growers 

in the various regions visited to improve their production methods. The report will also be placed on our 

website once we have Government permission to release it. 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

   

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Manallack and Tony Bundock at the  

J Farm research facility 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

   

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

                                                                        

 

 

 

Cravo roof control is facilitated by using the Priva control linked to standard aspirated measuring boxes 

and the Cravo black plate sensors, and responds to changes in weather and internal temperatures. 

nutrients in the system are recycled for efficiency. 

 

 

Genesis News   Issue 09 January/February 2020 


